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1. A seeret press ecnference at Baden~Helemsnthal or 18 - 20 Pebruery
1947 wes attended omly by perscmmsl ef the Sevist-operated nswapapers
and by press servies representatives in eastern Austrias, Ke members
of ths Austrien Communist pross wsre preasnt,
2. The mesting was presided ever by Seorim, desseribad by souree as the
emlseary te Cmechoslovakia of the Cembral Pellt-Buresu in Moseew,
G.F. Aleksandrev, assistant in the Minmistry of Culturs and Propagenda,
25X1A was Imtroduced at the esonforemee as the keed ef the future Tess offies
iz Auetrie. Comment: An earlier ropert mames aa Andrei
Hikhailovish Aleksendrov o8 Tess veprssembtative im Viemma).
3. Sorin reviewsd the problsms amd the purpese of the propaganda in
Czochoeslevakie as indicative of the methods te be used in Austris.
4., The main pointzdiscussed were the fellewing:

@, the indspendant charaater of each papsr should be pressrved
with referenee t%c critieism of the Austrian Govermment, so
that the Ausirian publie will mot suspest any unified prepa-
gends, Above rll, the preseat food axnd sgonomio erisis skould
be used to solidify publie epinion, Open attacks om pelitisal
parties should be avoided at present in favor of conesntrating
on ssandals among public fipures who oan bs tied im with their
partics at a specifisd tims .

.bs  The Vellksstimme criticism of the Sccialist Perty was deseribed
as prexature. A new rapprochement must be sought, espsscially
with the laft-wing Socislistz in an effort to win them to the
Communist ceuse; simuliwmeously, this will eause a weakening
of the Socialists as a group.
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c. 'the Soviet supervision of Austrian Communist ' papers is
to be exercised through the distribution of propsganda
assignmenta, TFurthemore, the editorisls in the Austrien
jomrmanist pepers must be approved in Buden bsfora publica~
tion. The Tass urticles are censored in Moscow priesr to
their release in jfustria.

Sorin ennounced that the Soviet Army paper, Ossterreichische Zeitung, will

be discontinued aftor the withdrawal of Soviet troaops and will be replaced
by a German edition of Pravds to be published in Vienna,

The present Tass ropresentative in Vienna will be replaced by a Tass olfice
headed by Aleksandrove. Its articles will ssill be subject to censorship
in Hoscow prior to their trmxsi:xittursce te Vienna.

The subject o & secoud conference concerned the newspapers of the
western provinces; ull participsnis of the first conference were sxecluded
from this second mceting.

The next conferance is to be held early in lisrch 19147,
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